
PEACE 

Hymns: 461, 502, 533 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Isaiah 11:1–10) 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And 

the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 

and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; And shall make him of quick 

understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove 

after the hearing of his ears: But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for 

the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 

lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle 

of his reins. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the 

calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the 

bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the 

sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 

cockatrice's den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. ¶ And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, 

which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. 

 

(Mark 4:35–41) 

And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 

And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were 

also with him other little ships. And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, 

so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake 

him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose, and rebuked the wind, 

and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. And he said unto 

them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? And they feared exceedingly, and said one 

to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? 

 

(I John 4:9–17) 

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the 

world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 

sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 

another. No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his 

Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. And we have 



known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in 

God, and God in him. Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 

judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 

 

 (Hebrews 13:20, 21 (to 1st .)) 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the 

sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in every good work to do his 

will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for 

ever and ever. ... 

 

(I Peter 3:8–11) 

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be 

courteous: Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 

thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing. For he that will love life, and see good days, let him 

refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: Let him eschew evil, and do good; let 

him seek peace, and ensue it. 

 

 

SCIENCE & HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 45:16–4) 

Glory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts! Christ hath rolled away the stone from the door of 

human hope and faith, and through the revelation and demonstration of life in God, hath elevated them 

to possible at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of man and his divine Principle, Love.  

 

They who earliest saw Jesus after the resurrection and beheld the final proof of all that he had taught, 

misconstrued that event. Even his disciples at first called him a spirit, ghost, or spectre, for they believed 

his body to be dead. His reply was: “Spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.” The 

reappearing of Jesus was not the return of a spirit. He presented the same body that he had before his 

crucifixion, and so glorified the supremacy of Mind over matter.  

 

Jesus' students, not sufficiently advanced fully to understand their Master's triumph, did not perform 

many wonderful works, until they saw him after his crucifixion and learned that he had not died. This 

convinced them of the truthfulness of all that he had taught. 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 94:24–96:30) 

Our Master easily read the thoughts of mankind, and this insight better enabled him to direct those 

thoughts aright; but what would be said at this period of an infidel blasphemer who should hint that 

Jesus used his incisive power injuriously? Our Master read mortal mind on a scientific basis, that of the 

omnipresence of Mind. An approximation of this discernment indicates spiritual growth and union with 

the infinite capacities of the one Mind. Jesus could injure no one by his Mind-reading. The effect of his 

Mind was always to heal and to save, and this is the only genuine Science of reading mortal mind. His 

holy motives and aims were traduced by the sinners of that period, as they would be to-day if Jesus 

were personally present. Paul said, “To be spiritually minded is life.” We approach God, or Life, in 

proportion to our spirituality, our fidelity to Truth and Love; and in that ratio we know all human need 

and are able to discern the thought of the sick and the sinning for the purpose of healing them. Error of 

any kind cannot hide from the law of God.  

 

Whoever reaches this point of moral culture and goodness cannot injure others, and must do them 

good. The greater or lesser ability of a Christian Scientist to discern thought scientifically, depends upon 

his genuine spirituality. This kind of mind-reading is not clairvoyance, but it is important to success in 

healing, and is one of the special characteristics thereof.  

 

We welcome the increase of knowledge and the end of error, because even human invention must have 

its day, and we want that day to be succeeded by Christian Science, by divine reality. Midnight foretells 

the dawn. Led by a solitary star amid the darkness, the Magi of old foretold the Messiahship of Truth. Is 

the wise man of to-day believed, when he beholds the light which heralds Christ's eternal dawn and 

describes its effulgence?  

 

Lulled by stupefying illusions, the world is asleep in the cradle of infancy, dreaming away the hours. 

Material sense does not unfold the facts of existence; but spiritual sense lifts human consciousness into 

eternal Truth. Humanity advances slowly out of sinning sense into spiritual understanding; unwillingness 

to learn all things rightly, binds Christendom with chains.  

 

Love will finally mark the hour of harmony, and spiritualization will follow, for Love is Spirit. Before error 

is wholly destroyed, there will be interruptions of the general material routine. Earth will become dreary 

and desolate, but summer and winter, seedtime and harvest (though in changed forms), will continue 

unto the end, — until the final spiritualization of all things. “The darkest hour precedes the dawn.”  

 

This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there will be 

discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. The breaking up of material 

beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want and woe, sin, sickness, and death, which assume 



new phases until their nothingness appears. These disturbances will continue until the end of error, 

when all discord will be swallowed up in spiritual Truth.  

 

Mortal error will vanish in a moral chemicalization. This mental fermentation has begun, and will 

continue until all errors of belief yield to understanding. Belief is changeable, but spiritual understanding 

is changeless.  

 

As this consummation draws nearer, he who has shaped his course in accordance with divine Science 

will endure to the end. As material knowledge diminishes and spiritual understanding increases, real 

objects will be apprehended mentally instead of materially. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 138:17–14) 

Jesus established in the Christian era the precedent for all Christianity, theology, and healing. Christians 

are under as direct orders now, as they were then, to be Christlike, to possess the Christ-spirit, to follow 

the Christ-example, and to heal the sick as well as the sinning. It is easier for Christianity to cast out 

sickness than sin, for the sick are more willing to part with pain than are sinners to give up the sinful, so-

called pleasure of the senses. The Christian can prove this to-day as readily as it was proved centuries 

ago.  

 

Our Master said to every follower: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature! . . 

. Heal the sick! . . . Love thy neighbor as thyself!” It was this theology of Jesus which healed the sick and 

the sinning. It is his theology in this book and the spiritual meaning of this theology, which heals the sick 

and causes the wicked to “forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts.” It was our Master's 

theology which the impious sought to destroy.  

 

From beginning to end, the Scriptures are full of accounts of the triumph of Spirit, Mind, over matter. 

Moses proved the power of Mind by what men called miracles; so did Joshua, Elijah, and Elisha. The 

Christian era was ushered in with signs and wonders. Reforms have commonly been attended with 

bloodshed and persecution, even when the end has been brightness and peace; but the present new, 

yet old, reform in religious faith will teach men patiently and wisely to stem the tide of sectarian 

bitterness, whenever it flows inward. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 144:14–29) 

Human will-power is not Science. Human will belongs to the so-called material senses, and its use is to 

be condemned. Willing the sick to recover is not the metaphysical practice of Christian Science, but is 

sheer animal magnetism. Human will-power may infringe the rights of man. It produces evil continually, 



and is not a factor in the realism of being. Truth, and not corporeal will, is the divine power which says 

to disease, “Peace, be still.”  

 

Because divine Science wars with so-called physical science, even as Truth wars with error, the old 

schools still oppose it. Ignorance, pride, or prejudice closes the door to whatever is not stereotyped. 

When the Science of being is universally understood, every man will be his own physician, and Truth will 

be the universal panacea. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 263:7–31 (np)) 

When mortal man blends his thoughts of existence with the spiritual and works only as God works, he 

will no longer grope in the dark and cling to earth because he has not tasted heaven. Carnal beliefs 

defraud us. They make man an involuntary hypocrite, — producing evil when he would create good, 

forming deformity when he would outline grace and beauty, injuring those whom he would bless. He 

becomes a general mis-creator, who believes he is a semi-god. His “touch turns hope to dust, the dust 

we all have trod.” He might say in Bible language: “The good that I would, I do not: but the evil which I 

would not, that I do.” 

 

There can be but one creator, who has created all. Whatever seems to be a new creation, is but the 

discovery of some distant idea of Truth; else it is a new multiplication or self-division of mortal thought, 

as when some finite sense peers from its cloister with amazement and attempts to pattern the infinite.  

 

The multiplication of a human and mortal sense of persons and things is not creation. A sensual thought, 

like an atom of dust thrown into the face of spiritual immensity, is dense blindness instead of a scientific 

eternal consciousness of creation.  

 

The fading forms of matter, the mortal body and material earth, are the fleeting concepts of the human 

mind. They have their day before the permanent facts and their perfection in Spirit appear. The crude 

creations of mortal thought must finally give place to the glorious forms which we sometimes behold in 

the camera of divine Mind, when the mental picture is spiritual and eternal. Mortals must look beyond 

fading, finite forms, if they would gain the true sense of things. Where shall the gaze rest but in the 

unsearchable realm of Mind? We must look where we would walk, and we must act as possessing all 

power from Him in whom we have our being.  

 

As mortals gain more correct views of God and man, multitudinous objects of creation, which before 

were invisible, will become visible. When we realize that Life is Spirit, never in nor of matter, this 

understanding will expand into self-completeness, finding all in God, good, and needing no other 

consciousness.  



 

Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being. Matter disappears under the microscope of 

Spirit. Sin is unsustained by Truth, and sickness and death were overcome by Jesus, who proved them to 

be forms of error. Spiritual living and blessedness are the only evidences, by which we can recognize 

true existence and feel the unspeakable peace which comes from an all-absorbing spiritual love.  

 

When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we shall behold and 

understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 265:10) 

This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for Spirit, by no means suggests man's absorption into 

Deity and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man enlarged individuality, a wider sphere of thought 

and action, a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent peace. 

 

 


