
HOPE 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns  598, 476, 438 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Romans 8:1–25) 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For 

what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned 

sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that are after the 

flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 

things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 

minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: 

for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they 

that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in 

the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have 

not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is 

dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if 

the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 

raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his 

Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the 

flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if 

ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as 

many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have 

not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 

Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth 



witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then 

heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 

him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings 

of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 

shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth 

for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made 

subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the 

same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the 

bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For 

we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together 

until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of 

the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the 

adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. For we are saved by hope: but 

hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope 

for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. 

 

 

(Romans 5:1–5) 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace 

wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, 

but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 

And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not 

ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 

Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

 

 

(Hebrews 3:1–6) 

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the 

Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; Who was faithful to 

him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. For this 

man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who 

hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every house 

is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God. And Moses 



verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those 

things which were to be spoken after; But Christ as a son over his own 

house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the 

rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

 

 

(I John 3:1–3) 

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 

should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, 

because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 

not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, 

we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath 

this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 

40:25–13) 

Our heavenly Father, divine Love, demands that all men should follow the 

example of our Master and his apostles and not merely worship his 

personality. It is sad that the phrase divine service has come so generally 

to mean public worship instead of daily deeds.  

 

The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into 

the kingdom, the anchor of hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter into 

the Shekinah into which Jesus has passed before us; and this advance 

beyond matter must come through the joys and triumphs of the righteous 

as well as through their sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must 

depart from material sense into the spiritual sense of being.  

 

The God-inspired walk calmly on though it be with bleeding footprints, and 

in the hereafter they will reap what they now sow. The pampered hypocrite 



may have a flowery pathway here, but he cannot forever break the Golden 

Rule and escape the penalty due. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 9:5) 

The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions: Do we love our 

neighbor better because of this asking? Do we pursue the old selfishness, 

satisfied with having prayed for something better, though we give no 

evidence of the sincerity of our requests by living consistently with our 

prayer? If selfishness has given place to kindness, we shall regard our 

neighbor unselfishly, and bless them that curse us; but we shall never meet 

this great duty simply by asking that it may be done. There is a cross to be 

taken up before we can enjoy the fruition of our hope and faith. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 45:6–

21) 

Our Master fully and finally demonstrated divine Science in his victory over 

death and the grave. Jesus' deed was for the enlightenment of men and for 

the salvation of the whole world from sin, sickness, and death. Paul writes: 

“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 

[seeming] death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 

saved by his life.” Three days after his bodily burial he talked with his 

disciples. The persecutors had failed to hide immortal Truth and Love in a 

sepulchre.  

 

Glory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts! Christ hath rolled 

away the stone from the door of human hope and faith, and through the 

revelation and demonstration of life in God, hath elevated them to possible 

at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of man and his divine Principle, Love. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 

297:32–24) 

A mortal belief fulfils its own conditions. Sickness, sin, and death are the 

vague realities of human conclusions. Life, Truth, and Love are the realities 

of divine Science. They dawn in faith and glow full-orbed in spiritual 

understanding. As a cloud hides the sun it cannot extinguish, so false belief 

silences for a while the voice of immutable harmony, but false belief cannot 

destroy Science armed with faith, hope, and fruition.  

 

What is termed material sense can report only a mortal temporary sense of 

things, whereas spiritual sense can bear witness only to Truth. To material 

sense, the unreal is the real until this sense is corrected by Christian 

Science.  

 

Spiritual sense, contradicting the material senses, involves intuition, hope, 

faith, understanding, fruition, reality. Material sense expresses the belief 

that mind is in matter. This human belief, alternating between a sense of 

pleasure and pain, hope and fear, life and death, never reaches beyond the 

boundary of the mortal or the unreal. When the real is attained, which is 

announced by Science, joy is no longer a trembler, nor is hope a cheat. 

Spiritual ideas, like numbers and notes, start from Principle, and admit no 

materialistic beliefs. Spiritual ideas lead up to their divine origin, God, and 

to the spiritual sense of being. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 14:12) 

Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely 

spiritual, — neither in nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no 

complaints. If suffering from a belief in sickness, you will find yourself 

suddenly well. Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is controlled by 

spiritual Life, Truth, and Love. Hence the hope of the promise Jesus 

bestows: “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; . . . 

because I go unto my Father,” — [because the Ego is absent from the 

body, and present with Truth and Love.] The Lord's Prayer is the prayer of 



Soul, not of material sense. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 

486:23–488:6) 

Sight, hearing, all the spiritual senses of man, are eternal. They cannot be 

lost. Their reality and immortality are in Spirit and understanding, not in 

matter, — hence their permanence. If this were not so, man would be 

speedily annihilated. If the five corporeal senses were the medium through 

which to understand God, then palsy, blindness, and deafness would place 

man in a terrible situation, where he would be like those “having no hope, 

and without God in the world;” but as a matter of fact, these calamities 

often drive mortals to seek and to find a higher sense of happiness and 

existence.  

 

Life is deathless. Life is the origin and ultimate of man, never attainable 

through death, but gained by walking in the pathway of Truth both before 

and after that which is called death. There is more Christianity in seeing 

and hearing spiritually than materially. There is more Science in the 

perpetual exercise of the Mind-faculties than in their loss. Lost they cannot 

be, while Mind remains. The apprehension of this gave sight to the blind 

and hearing to the deaf centuries ago, and it will repeat the wonder.  

 

Question. — You speak of belief. Who or what is it that believes?  

 

Answer. — Spirit is all-knowing; this precludes the need of believing. Matter 

cannot believe, and Mind understands. The body cannot believe. The 

believer and belief are one and are mortal. Christian evidence is founded 

on Science or demonstrable Truth, flowing from immortal Mind, and there is 

in reality no such thing as mortal mind. Mere belief is blindness without 

Principle from which to explain the reason of its hope. The belief that life is 

sentient and intelligent matter is erroneous.  

 

The Apostle James said, “Show me thy faith without thy works, and I will 

show thee my faith by my works.” The understanding that Life is God, 



Spirit, lengthens our days by strengthening our trust in the deathless reality 

of Life, its almightiness and immortality.  

 

This faith relies upon an understood Principle. This Principle makes whole 

the diseased, and brings out the enduring and harmonious phases of 

things. The result of our teachings is their sufficient confirmation. When, on 

the strength of these instructions, you are able to banish a severe malady, 

the cure shows that you understand this teaching, and therefore you 

receive the blessing of Truth. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 

445:27–23) 

There is great danger in teaching Mind-healing indiscriminately, thus 

disregarding the morals of the student and caring only for the fees. 

Recalling Jefferson's words about slavery, “I tremble, when I remember that 

God is just,” the author trembles whenever she sees a man, for the petty 

consideration of money, teaching his slight knowledge of Mind-power, — 

perhaps communicating his own bad morals, and in this way dealing 

pitilessly with a community unprepared for self-defence.  

 

A thorough perusal of the author's publications heals sickness. If patients 

sometimes seem worse while reading this book, the change may either 

arise from the alarm of the physician, or it may mark the crisis of the 

disease. Perseverance in the perusal of the book has generally completely 

healed such cases.  

 

Whoever practises the Science the author teaches, through which Mind 

pours light and healing upon this generation, can practise on no one from 

sinister or malicious motives without destroying his own power to heal and 

his own health. Good must dominate in the thoughts of the healer, or his 

demonstration is protracted, dangerous, and impossible in Science. A 

wrong motive involves defeat. In the Science of Mind-healing, it is 

imperative to be honest, for victory rests on the side of immutable right. To 

understand God strengthens hope, enthrones faith in Truth, and verifies 



Jesus' word: “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 

 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 

450:27–30 (np)) 

Who, that has felt the perilous beliefs in life, substance, and intelligence 

separated from God, can say that there is no error of belief? Knowing the 

claim of animal magnetism, that all evil combines in the belief of life, 

substance, and intelligence in matter, electricity, animal nature, and organic 

life, who will deny that these are the errors which Truth must and will 

annihilate? Christian Scientists must live under the constant pressure of the 

apostolic command to come out from the material world and be separate. 

They must renounce aggression, oppression and the pride of power. 

Christianity, with the crown of Love upon her brow, must be their queen of 

life.  

 

Students of Christian Science, who start with its letter and think to succeed 

without the spirit, will either make shipwreck of their faith or be turned sadly 

awry. They must not only seek, but strive, to enter the narrow path of Life, 

for “wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 

many there be which go in thereat.” Man walks in the direction towards 

which he looks, and where his treasure is, there will his heart be also. If our 

hopes and affections are spiritual, they come from above, not from 

beneath, and they bear as of old the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

Every Christian Scientist, every conscientious teacher of the Science of 

Mind-healing, knows that human will is not Christian Science, and he must 

recognize this in order to defend himself from the influence of human will. 

He feels morally obligated to open the eyes of his students that they may 

perceive the nature and methods of error of every sort, especially any 

subtle degree of evil, deceived and deceiving. All mental malpractice arises 

from ignorance or malice aforethought. It is the injurious action of one 

mortal mind controlling another from wrong motives, and it is practised 



either with a mistaken or a wicked purpose. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  



Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 


