
PREACHING 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 12, 168, 331 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Deuteronomy 6:4–6) 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all 

thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which I command thee this 

day, shall be in thine heart: 

 

 

(Proverbs 4:1–13) 

Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding. For I give you good 

doctrine, forsake ye not my law. For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my 

mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my 

commandments, and live. Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the 

words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. 

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. Exalt 

her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. She 

shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. Hear, O my 

son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many. I have taught thee in the way of 

wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when 

thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is 

thy life. 

 



 

(Isaiah 44:1–11) 

Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom I have chosen: Thus saith the LORD that 

made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; 

and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen. For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 

upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: And 

they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water courses. One shall say, I am the 

LORD's; and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his 

hand unto the LORD, and surname himself by the name of Israel. Thus saith the LORD the King of 

Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is 

no God. And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the 

ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them. Fear ye 

not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my 

witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any. ¶ They that make a 

graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit; and they are their 

own witnesses; they see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed. Who hath formed a god, or 

molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing? Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed: and 

the workmen, they are of men: let them all be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall 

fear, and they shall be ashamed together. 

 

 

(John 1:1–14) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was 

in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made 

that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; 

and the darkness comprehended it not. ¶ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 

He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which 

lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, 

and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as 

received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 

name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 



only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 

 

(John 3:25–36) 

¶ Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purifying. And 

they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou 

barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. John answered and said, A 

man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I 

said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him. He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but 

the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the 

bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease. He that 

cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that 

cometh from heaven is above all. And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man 

receiveth his testimony. He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. For 

he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto 

him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. He that believeth on the Son 

hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 

on him. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. xi:9–24) 

The physical healing of Christian Science results now, as in Jesus' time, from the operation of divine 

Principle, before which sin and disease lose their reality in human consciousness and disappear as 

naturally and as necessarily as darkness gives place to light and sin to reformation. Now, as then, 

these mighty works are not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are the sign of Immanuel, or 

“God with us,” — a divine influence ever present in human consciousness and repeating itself, 

coming now as was promised aforetime,  

 



To preach deliverance to the captives [of sense],  

And recovering of sight to the blind,  

To set at liberty them that are bruised.  

 

When God called the author to proclaim His Gospel to this age, there came also the charge to plant 

and water His vineyard. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 23:12–3) 

Rabbinical lore said: “He that taketh one doctrine, firm in faith, has the Holy Ghost dwelling in him.” 

This preaching receives a strong rebuke in the Scripture, “Faith without works is dead.” Faith, if it be 

mere belief, is as a pendulum swinging between nothing and something, having no fixity. Faith, 

advanced to spiritual understanding, is the evidence gained from Spirit, which rebukes sin of every 

kind and establishes the claims of God.  

 

In Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English, faith and the words corresponding thereto have these two 

definitions, trustfulness and trustworthiness. One kind of faith trusts one's welfare to others. Another 

kind of faith understands divine Love and how to work out one's “own salvation, with fear and 

trembling.” “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief!” expresses the helplessness of a blind faith; 

whereas the injunction, “Believe . . . and thou shalt be saved!” demands self-reliant trustworthiness, 

which includes spiritual understanding and confides all to God.  

 

The Hebrew verb to believe means also to be firm or to be constant. This certainly applies to Truth 

and Love understood and practised. Firmness in error will never save from sin, disease, and death. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 30:19–3) 

As the individual ideal of Truth, Christ Jesus came to rebuke rabbinical error and all sin, sickness, 

and death, — to point out the way of Truth and Life. This ideal was demonstrated throughout the 

whole earthly career of Jesus, showing the difference between the offspring of Soul and of material 

sense, of Truth and of error.  

 

If we have triumphed sufficiently over the errors of material sense to allow Soul to hold the control, 



we shall loathe sin and rebuke it under every mask. Only in this way can we bless our enemies, 

though they may not so construe our words. We cannot choose for ourselves, but must work out our 

salvation in the way Jesus taught. In meekness and might, he was found preaching the gospel to the 

poor. Pride and fear are unfit to bear the standard of Truth, and God will never place it in such 

hands. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 33:13–17 (np)) 

For this truth of spiritual being, their Master was about to suffer violence and drain to the dregs his 

cup of sorrow. He must leave them. With the great glory of an everlasting victory overshadowing 

him, he gave thanks and said, “Drink ye all of it.”  

 

When the human element in him struggled with the divine, our great Teacher said: “Not my will, but 

Thine, be done!” — that is, Let not the flesh, but the Spirit, be represented in me. This is the new 

understanding of spiritual Love. It gives all for Christ, or Truth. It blesses its enemies, heals the sick, 

casts out error, raises the dead from trespasses and sins, and preaches the gospel to the poor, the 

meek in heart.  

 

Christians, are you drinking his cup? Have you shared the blood of the New Covenant, the 

persecutions which attend a new and higher understanding of God? If not, can you then say that you 

have commemorated Jesus in his cup? Are all who eat bread and drink wine in memory of Jesus 

willing truly to drink his cup, take his cross, and leave all for the Christ-principle? Then why ascribe 

this inspiration to a dead rite, instead of showing, by casting out error and making the body “holy, 

acceptable unto God,” that Truth has come to the understanding? If Christ, Truth, has come to us in 

demonstration, no other commemoration is requisite, for demonstration is Immanuel, or God with us; 

and if a friend be with us, why need we memorials of that friend?  

 

If all who ever partook of the sacrament had really commemorated the sufferings of Jesus and drunk 

of his cup, they would have revolutionized the world. If all who seek his commemoration through 

material symbols will take up the cross, heal the sick, cast out evils, and preach Christ, or Truth, to 

the poor, — the receptive thought, — they will bring in the millennium. 

 

 



 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 37:16–20 (np)) 

When will Jesus' professed followers learn to emulate him in all his ways and to imitate his mighty 

works? Those who procured the martyrdom of that righteous man would gladly have turned his 

sacred career into a mutilated doctrinal platform. May the Christians of to-day take up the more 

practical import of that career! It is possible, — yea, it is the duty and privilege of every child, man, 

and woman, — to follow in some degree the example of the Master by the demonstration of Truth 

and Life, of health and holiness. Christians claim to be his followers, but do they follow him in the 

way that he commanded? Hear these imperative commands: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 

Father which is in heaven is perfect!” “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature!” “Heal the sick!” 

 

Why has this Christian demand so little inspiration to stir mankind to Christian effort? Because men 

are assured that this command was intended only for a particular period and for a select number of 

followers. This teaching is even more pernicious than the old doctrine of foreordination, — the 

election of a few to be saved, while the rest are damned; and so it will be considered, when the 

lethargy of mortals, produced by man-made doctrines, is broken by the demands of divine Science.  

 

Jesus said: “These signs shall follow them that believe; . . . they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 

shall recover.” Who believes him? He was addressing his disciples, yet he did not say, “These signs 

shall follow you,” but them — “them that believe” in all time to come. Here the word hands is used 

metaphorically, as in the text, “The right hand of the Lord is exalted.” It expresses spiritual power; 

otherwise the healing could not have been done spiritually. At another time Jesus prayed, not for the 

twelve only, but for as many as should believe “through their word.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 55:6–29) 

Perhaps the early Christian era did Jesus no more injustice than the later centuries have bestowed 

upon the healing Christ and spiritual idea of being. Now that the gospel of healing is again preached 

by the wayside, does not the pulpit sometimes scorn it? But that curative mission, which presents 

the Saviour in a clearer light than mere words can possibly do, cannot be left out of Christianity, 

although it is again ruled out of the synagogue.  



 

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and 

sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of 

Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the healing 

power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises will be fulfilled. 

The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his 

earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and is endued with the spirit 

and power of Christian healing.  

 

In the words of St. John: “He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever.” 

This Comforter I understand to be Divine Science. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 131:26–133:18) 

The mission of Jesus confirmed prophecy, and explained the so-called miracles of olden time as 

natural demonstrations of the divine power, demonstrations which were not understood. Jesus' 

works established his claim to the Messiahship. In reply to John's inquiry, “Art thou he that should 

come,” Jesus returned an affirmative reply, recounting his works instead of referring to his doctrine, 

confident that this exhibition of the divine power to heal would fully answer the question. Hence his 

reply: “Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their sight 

and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 

have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” In 

other words, he gave his benediction to any one who should not deny that such effects, coming from 

divine Mind, prove the unity of God, — the divine Principle which brings out all harmony.  

 

The Pharisees of old thrust the spiritual idea and the man who lived it out of their synagogues, and 

retained their materialistic beliefs about God. Jesus' system of healing received no aid nor approval 

from other sanitary or religious systems, from doctrines of physics or of divinity; and it has not yet 

been generally accepted. To-day, as of yore, unconscious of the reappearing of the spiritual idea, 

blind belief shuts the door upon it, and condemns the cure of the sick and sinning if it is wrought on 

any but a material and a doctrinal theory. Anticipating this rejection of idealism, of the true idea of 

God, — this salvation from all error, physical and mental, — Jesus asked, “When the Son of man 

cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”  

 



Did the doctrines of John the Baptist confer healing power upon him, or endow him with the truest 

conception of the Christ? This righteous preacher once pointed his disciples to Jesus as “the Lamb 

of God;” yet afterwards he seriously questioned the signs of the Messianic appearing, and sent the 

inquiry to Jesus, “Art thou he that should come?”  

 

Was John's faith greater than that of the Samaritan woman, who said, “Is not this the Christ?” There 

was also a certain centurion of whose faith Jesus himself declared, “I have not found so great faith, 

no, not in Israel.”  

 

In Egypt, it was Mind which saved the Israelites from belief in the plagues. In the wilderness, 

streams flowed from the rock, and manna fell from the sky. The Israelites looked upon the brazen 

serpent, and straightway believed that they were healed of the poisonous stings of vipers. In national 

prosperity, miracles attended the successes of the Hebrews; but when they departed from the true 

idea, their demoralization began. Even in captivity among foreign nations, the divine Principle 

wrought wonders for the people of God in the fiery furnace and in kings' palaces. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 271:26–9) 

Those, who are willing to leave their nets or to cast them on the right side for Truth, have the 

opportunity now, as aforetime, to learn and to practise Christian healing. The Scriptures contain it. 

The spiritual import of the Word imparts this power. But, as Paul says, “How shall they hear without 

a preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be sent?” If sent, how shall they preach, 

convert, and heal multitudes, except the people hear?  

 

The spiritual sense of truth must be gained before Truth can be understood. This sense is 

assimilated only as we are honest, unselfish, loving, and meek. In the soil of an “honest and good 

heart” the seed must be sown; else it beareth not much fruit, for the swinish element in human 

nature uproots it. Jesus said: “Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures.” 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 



 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


