REJOICING

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 112, 168, 221

THE BIBLE

(Genesis 15:1-18)

After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: | am
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me,
seeing | go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said,
Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. And, behold, the
word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth
out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy
seed be. And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. And he said unto
him, | am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.
And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall | know that | shall inherit it? And he said unto him, Take me
an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a
turtledove, and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and
laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not. And when the fowls came down
upon the carcases, Abram drove them away. And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell
upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. And he said unto Abram, Know of a
surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they
shall afflict them four hundred years; And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will | judge: and
afterward shall they come out with great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou
shalt be buried in a good old age. But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the
iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was

dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. In the same



day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have | given this land, from the

river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:

(Leviticus 25:9-19)

Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubile to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in
the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land. And ye shall hallow
the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be
a jubile unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man
unto his family. A jubile shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that which
groweth of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed. For it is the jubile; it shall be
holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field. In the year of this jubile ye shall
return every man unto his possession. And if thou sell aught unto thy neighbour, or buyest aught of
thy neighbour's hand, ye shall not oppress one another: According to the number of years after the
jubile thou shalt buy of thy neighbour, and according unto the number of years of the fruits he shall
sell unto thee: According to the multitude of years thou shalt increase the price thereof, and
according to the fewness of years thou shalt diminish the price of it: for according to the number of
the years of the fruits doth he sell unto thee. Ye shall not therefore oppress one another; but thou
shalt fear thy God: for | am the LORD your God.  Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep my
judgments, and do them; and ye shall dwell in the land in safety. And the land shall yield her fruit,

and ye shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety.

(Psalms 1:1-6)

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners,
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth
his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The
ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly shall
not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For the LORD knoweth

the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.



(Luke 2:1-20)

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the
world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And
all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of
the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And
the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass,
as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them
concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the
shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told

unto them.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 15:25-6)

Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden from the world, but known to God. Self-
forgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant prayers. Practice not profession, understanding not
belief, gain the ear and right hand of omnipotence and they assuredly call down infinite blessings.
Trustworthiness is the foundation of enlightened faith. Without a fithess for holiness, we cannot
receive holiness.



A great sacrifice of material things must precede this advanced spiritual understanding. The highest
prayer is not one of faith merely; it is demonstration. Such prayer heals sickness, and must destroy
sin and death. It distinguishes between Truth that is sinless and the falsity of sinful sense.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 22:11-29)

“Work out your own salvation,” is the demand of Life and Love, for to this end God worketh with you.
“Occupy till | come!” Wait for your reward, and “be not weary in well doing.” If your endeavors are
beset by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor become a
sluggard in the race.

When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good you have done, and receive
according to your deserving. Love is not hasty to deliver us from temptation, for Love means that we
shall be tried and purified.

Final deliverance from error, whereby we rejoice in immortality, boundless freedom, and sinless
sense, is not reached through paths of flowers nor by pinning one's faith without works to another's
vicarious effort. Whosoever believeth that wrath is righteous or that divinity is appeased by human
suffering, does not understand God.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 39:31-41:7)

Who will stop the practice of sin so long as he believes in the pleasures of sin? When mortals once
admit that evil confers no pleasure, they turn from it. Remove error from thought, and it will not
appear in effect. The advanced thinker and devout Christian, perceiving the scope and tendency of
Christian healing and its Science, will support them. Another will say: “Go thy way for this time; when
| have a convenient season | will call for thee.”

Divine Science adjusts the balance as Jesus adjusted it. Science removes the penalty only by first
removing the sin which incurs the penalty. This is my sense of divine pardon, which | understand to
mean God's method of destroying sin. If the saying is true, “While there's life there's hope,” its
opposite is also true, While there's sin there's doom. Another's suffering cannot lessen our own
liability. Did the martyrdom of Savonarola make the crimes of his implacable enemies less criminal?

Was it just for Jesus to suffer? No; but it was inevitable, for not otherwise could he show us the way
and the power of Truth. If a career so great and good as that of Jesus could not avert a felon's fate,
lesser apostles of Truth may endure human brutality without murmuring, rejoicing to enter into
fellowship with him through the triumphal arch of Truth and Love.

Our heavenly Father, divine Love, demands that all men should follow the example of our Master
and his apostles and not merely worship his personality. It is sad that the phrase divine service has
come so generally to mean public worship instead of daily deeds.

The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into the kingdom, the anchor
of hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter into the Shekinah into which Jesus has passed
before us; and this advance beyond matter must come through the joys and triumphs of the



righteous as well as through their sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must depart from
material sense into the spiritual sense of being.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 249:1-16)

Let us accept Science, relinquish all theories based on sense-testimony, give up imperfect models
and illusive ideals; and so let us have one God, one Mind, and that one perfect, producing His own
models of excellence.

Let the “male and female” of God's creating appear. Let us feel the divine energy of Spirit, bringing
us into newness of life and recognizing no mortal nor material power as able to destroy. Let us
rejoice that we are subject to the divine “powers that be.” Such is the true Science of being. Any
other theory of Life, or God, is delusive and mythological.

Mind is not the author of matter, and the creator of ideas is not the creator of illusions. Either there is
no omnipotence, or omnipotence is the only power. God is the infinite, and infinity never began, will
never end, and includes nothing unlike God.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 265:16-5)

The senses represent birth as untimely and death as irresistible, as if man were a weed growing
apace or a flower withered by the sun and nipped by untimely frosts; but this is true only of a mortal,
not of a man in God's image and likeness. The truth of being is perennial, and the error is unreal and
obsolete.

Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained stronger desires for spiritual joy? The
aspiration after heavenly good comes even before we discover what belongs to wisdom and Love.
The loss of earthly hopes and pleasures brightens the ascending path of many a heart. The pains of
sense quickly inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and that joy is spiritual.

The pains of sense are salutary, if they wrench away false pleasurable beliefs and transplant the
affections from sense to Soul, where the creations of God are good, “rejoicing the heart.” Such is the
sword of Science, with which Truth decapitates error, materiality giving place to man's higher
individuality and destiny.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 354:18-29)

Consistency is seen in example more than in precept. Inconsistency is shown by words without
deeds, which are like clouds without rain. If our words fail to express our deeds, God will redeem
that weakness, and out of the mouth of babes He will perfect praise. The night of materiality is far
spent, and with the dawn Truth will waken men spiritually to hear and to speak the new tongue.

Sin should become unreal to every one. It is in itself inconsistent, a divided kingdom. Its supposed



realism has no divine authority, and | rejoice in the apprehension of this grand verity.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 478:30-17)

Mortal man is really a self-contradictory phrase, for man is not mortal, “neither indeed can be;” man
is immortal. If a child is the offspring of physical sense and not of Soul, the child must have a
material, not a spiritual origin. With what truth, then, could the Scriptural rejoicing be uttered by any
mother, “I have gotten a man from the Lord”? On the contrary, if aught comes from God, it cannot be
mortal and material; it must be immortal and spiritual.

Matter is neither self-existent nor a product of Spirit. An image of mortal thought, reflected on the
retina, is all that the eye beholds. Matter cannot see, feel, hear, taste, nor smell. It is not self-
cognizant, — cannot feel itself, see itself, nor understand itself. Take away so-called mortal mind,
which constitutes matter's supposed selfhood, and matter can take no cognizance of matter. Does
that which we call dead ever see, hear, feel, or use any of the physical senses?

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 561:32-21)

John the Baptist prophesied the coming of the immaculate Jesus, and John saw in those days the
spiritual idea as the Messiah, who would baptize with the Holy Ghost, — divine Science. As Elias
presented the idea of the fatherhood of God, which Jesus afterwards manifested, so the Revelator
completed this figure with woman, typifying the spiritual idea of God's motherhood. The moon is
under her feet. This idea reveals the universe as secondary and tributary to Spirit, from which the
universe borrows its reflected light, substance, life, and intelligence.

The spiritual idea is crowned with twelve stars. The twelve tribes of Israel with all mortals, —
separated by belief from man's divine origin and the true idea, — will through much tribulation yield
to the activities of the divine Principle of man in the harmony of Science. These are the stars in the
crown of rejoicing. They are the lamps in the spiritual heavens of the age, which show the workings
of the spiritual idea by healing the sick and the sinning, and by manifesting the light which shines
“unto the perfect day” as the night of materialism wanes.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 342:21)

Christian Science awakens the sinner, reclaims the infidel, and raises from the couch of pain the
helpless invalid. It speaks to the dumb the words of Truth, and they answer with rejoicing. It causes
the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and the blind to see. Who would be the first to disown the
Christliness of good works, when our Master says, “By their fruits ye shall know them”?



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 569:11-14)

He that touches the hem of Christ's robe and masters his mortal beliefs, animality, and hate, rejoices
in the proof of healing, — in a sweet and certain sense that God is Love.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.
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