
I AM 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 123, 131, 188 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Genesis 1:1) 
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

 

 

(Exodus 3:1–18) 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the 

backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the 

LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, 

the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, 

and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to 

see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here 

am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 

thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. ¶ 

And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have 

heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; And I am come down to 

deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land 

and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the 

Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Now therefore, 

behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression 

wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that 

thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. ¶ And Moses said unto God, 

Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of 



Egypt? And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent 

thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. 

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, 

The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what 

shall I say unto them? And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say 

unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus 

shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my 

memorial unto all generations. Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The 

LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I 

have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt: And I have said, I will bring you 

up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, 

and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. And 

they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of 

Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us 

go, we beseech thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our 

God. 

 

 

(Psalms 46:1–11 (to 1st .)) 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the 

earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; Though the waters 

thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. There is 

a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the 

most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right 

early. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted. The 

LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. Come, behold the works of the 

LORD, what desolations he hath made in the earth. He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the 

earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. Be 

still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. The 

LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. ... 

 

 



(John 10:22–42) 

¶ And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the 

temple in Solomon's porch. Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost 

thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye 

believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, 

because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 

they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 

pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able 

to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one. Then the Jews took up stones again 

to stone him. Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which 

of those works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee 

not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Jesus answered 

them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word of 

God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and 

sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God? If I do not the works of 

my Father, believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may 

know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him. Therefore they sought again to take him: 

but he escaped out of their hand, And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at 

first baptized; and there he abode. And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but 

all things that John spake of this man were true. And many believed on him there. 

 

 

(Luke 18:18–30) 

And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus 

said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that is, God. Thou knowest the 

commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour 

thy father and thy mother. And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up. Now when Jesus 

heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute 

unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. And when he heard 

this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich. And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he 

said, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a 

camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. And they 

that heard it said, Who then can be saved? And he said, The things which are impossible with men 

are possible with God. Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. And he said unto 



them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or 

children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, 

and in the world to come life everlasting. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 588:20) 
I AM. God; incorporeal and eternal Mind; divine Principle; the only Ego. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 587:5) 

GOD. The great I AM; the all-knowing, all-seeing, all-acting, all-wise, all-loving, and eternal; 

Principle; Mind; Soul; Spirit; Life; Truth; Love; all substance; intelligence. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 252:32–24) 

I am Spirit. Man, whose senses are spiritual, is my likeness. He reflects the infinite understanding, 

for I am Infinity. The beauty of holiness, the perfection of being, imperishable glory, — all are Mine, 

for I am God. I give immortality to man, for I am Truth. I include and impart all bliss, for I am Love. I 

give life, without beginning and without end, for I am Life. I am supreme and give all, for I am Mind. I 

am the substance of all, because I AM THAT I AM.  

 

I hope, dear reader, I am leading you into the understanding of your divine rights, your heaven-

bestowed harmony, — that, as you read, you see there is no cause (outside of erring, mortal, 

material sense which is not power) able to make you sick or sinful; and I hope that you are 

conquering this false sense. Knowing the falsity of so-called material sense, you can assert your 

prerogative to overcome the belief in sin, disease, or death.  

 

If you believe in and practise wrong knowingly, you can at once change your course and do right. 

Matter can make no opposition to right endeavors against sin or sickness, for matter is inert, 



mindless. Also, if you believe yourself diseased, you can alter this wrong belief and action without 

hindrance from the body. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 256:1–27) 

Progress takes off human shackles. The finite must yield to the infinite. Advancing to a higher plane 

of action, thought rises from the material sense to the spiritual, from the scholastic to the 

inspirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. All things are created spiritually. Mind, not matter, 

is the creator. Love, the divine Principle, is the Father and Mother of the universe, including man.  

 

The theory of three persons in one God (that is, a personal Trinity or Tri-unity) suggests polytheism, 

rather than the one ever-present I AM. “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord.”  

 

The everlasting I AM is not bounded nor compressed within the narrow limits of physical humanity, 

nor can He be understood aright through mortal concepts. The precise form of God must be of small 

importance in comparison with the sublime question, What is infinite Mind or divine Love?  

 

Who is it that demands our obedience? He who, in the language of Scripture, “doeth according to 

His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His hand, 

or say unto Him, What doest Thou?”  

 

No form nor physical combination is adequate to represent infinite Love. A finite and material sense 

of God leads to formalism and narrowness; it chills the spirit of Christianity. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 266:24–18) 

Mortals must follow Jesus' sayings and his demonstrations, which dominate the flesh. Perfect and 

infinite Mind enthroned is heaven. The evil beliefs which originate in mortals are hell. Man is the idea 

of Spirit; he reflects the beatific presence, illuming the universe with light. Man is deathless, spiritual. 

He is above sin or frailty. He does not cross the barriers of time into the vast forever of Life, but he 

coexists with God and the universe.  

 

Every object in material thought will be destroyed, but the spiritual idea, whose substance is in Mind, 



is eternal. The offspring of God start not from matter or ephemeral dust. They are in and of Spirit, 

divine Mind, and so forever continue. God is one. The allness of Deity is His oneness. Generically 

man is one, and specifically man means all men.  

 

It is generally conceded that God is Father, eternal, self-created, infinite. If this is so, the forever 

Father must have had children prior to Adam. The great I AM made all “that was made.” Hence man 

and the spiritual universe coexist with God.  

 

Christian Scientists understand that, in a religious sense, they have the same authority for the 

appellative mother, as for that of brother and sister. Jesus said: “For whosoever shall do the will of 

my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 289:14–15 (np)) 

The fact that the Christ, or Truth, overcame and still overcomes death proves the “king of terrors” to 

be but a mortal belief, or error, which Truth destroys with the spiritual evidences of Life; and this 

shows that what appears to the senses to be death is but a mortal illusion, for to the real man and 

the real universe there is no death-process.  

 

The belief that matter has life results, by the universal law of mortal mind, in a belief in death. So 

man, tree, and flower are supposed to die; but the fact remains, that God's universe is spiritual and 

immortal.  

 

The spiritual fact and the material belief of things are contradictions; but the spiritual is true, and 

therefore the material must be untrue. Life is not in matter. Therefore it cannot be said to pass out of 

matter. Matter and death are mortal illusions. Spirit and all things spiritual are the real and eternal.  

 

Man is not the offspring of flesh, but of Spirit, — of Life, not of matter. Because Life is God, Life must 

be eternal, self-existent. Life is the everlasting I AM, the Being who was and is and shall be, whom 

nothing can erase.  

 

If the Principle, rule, and demonstration of man's being are not in the least understood before what is 

termed death overtakes mortals, they will rise no higher spiritually in the scale of existence on 

account of that single experience, but will remain as material as before the transition, still seeking 



happiness through a material, instead of through a spiritual sense of life, and from selfish and inferior 

motives. That Life or Mind is finite and physical or is manifested through brain and nerves, is false. 

Hence Truth comes to destroy this error and its effects, — sickness, sin, and death. To the spiritual 

class, relates the Scripture: “On such the second death hath no power.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 336:1) 

Mind is the I AM, or infinity. Mind never enters the finite. Intelligence never passes into non-

intelligence, or matter. Good never enters into evil, the unlimited into the limited, the eternal into the 

temporal, nor the immortal into mortality. The divine Ego, or individuality, is reflected in all spiritual 

individuality from the infinitesimal to the infinite. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 550:15) 

Error of thought is reflected in error of action. The continual contemplation of existence as material 

and corporeal — as beginning and ending, and with birth, decay, and dissolution as its component 

stages — hides the true and spiritual Life, and causes our standard to trail in the dust. If Life has any 

starting-point whatsoever, then the great I AM is a myth. If Life is God, as the Scriptures imply, then 

Life is not embryonic, it is infinite. An egg is an impossible enclosure for Deity. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


