
Receptive 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 439, 501, 541 

 

THE BIBLE 

(I Samuel 3:1–10) 

And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before 

Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; 

there was no open vision. And it came to pass at that time, 

when Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began to 

wax dim, that he could not see; And ere the lamp of God 

went out in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God 

was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; That the LORD 

called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. And he ran 

unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he 

said, I called not; lie down again. And he went and lay 

down. And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. And 

Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for 

thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, my son; 



lie down again. Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, 

neither was the word of the LORD yet revealed unto him. 

And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he 

arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst 

call me. And Eli perceived that the LORD had called the 

child. Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it 

shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; 

for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place. And the LORD came, and stood, and called as 

at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, 

Speak; for thy servant heareth. 

(Exodus 20:1–17) 

And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD 

thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other 

gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any 

graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 

the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down 

thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God 



am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 

the children unto the third and fourth generation of them 

that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them 

that love me, and keep my commandments. Thou shalt 

not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in 

vain. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 

shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day 

is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do 

any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy 

manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 

stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days the LORD 

made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 

and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed 

the sabbath day, and hallowed it. ¶ Honour thy father and 

thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which 

the LORD thy God giveth thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou 

shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt 

not bear false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt 

not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy 

neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, 



nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy 

neighbour's. 

 

 

(Psalms 23:1–6) 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh 

me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside 

the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the 

paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 

comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the 

presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with 

oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall 

follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 

house of the LORD for ever. 

 

 

(Mark 5:25–34) 



And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve 

years, And had suffered many things of many physicians, 

and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, 

but rather grew worse, When she had heard of Jesus, 

came in the press behind, and touched his garment. For 

she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 

And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; 

and she felt in her body that she was healed of that 

plague. And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that 

virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, 

and said, Who touched my clothes? And his disciples said 

unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and 

sayest thou, Who touched me? And he looked round 

about to see her that had done this thing. But the woman 

fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, 

came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. 

And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee 

whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. 

 

 



(Luke 8:4–15) 

¶ And when much people were gathered together, and 

were come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable: 

A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some 

fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the 

fowls of the air devoured it. And some fell upon a rock; 

and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, 

because it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns; 

and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. And other 

fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an 

hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, 

He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. And his disciples 

asked him, saying, What might this parable be? And he 

said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they 

might not see, and hearing they might not understand. 

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 

Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the 

devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest 

they should believe and be saved. They on the rock are 



they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; 

and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in 

time of temptation fall away. And that which fell among 

thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, 

and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of 

this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. But that on the 

good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, 

having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 

patience. 

 

 

(Luke 1:39–56) 

And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill 

country with haste, into a city of Juda; And entered into the 

house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. And it came to 

pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, 

the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with 

the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with a loud voice, and 

said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the 



mother of my Lord should come to me? For, lo, as soon as 

the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe 

leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed is she that 

believed: for there shall be a performance of those things 

which were told her from the Lord. And Mary said, My soul 

doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God 

my Saviour. For he hath regarded the low estate of his 

handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations 

shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to 

me great things; and holy is his name. And his mercy is on 

them that fear him from generation to generation. He hath 

shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud 

in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 

mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he 

hath sent empty away. He hath holpen his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy; As he spake to our fathers, 

to Abraham, and to his seed for ever. And Mary abode 

with her about three months, and returned to her own 

house. 

 



 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, pp. 41:22–8) 

Jesus foresaw the reception Christian Science would have 

before it was understood, but this foreknowledge hindered 

him not. He fulfilled his God-mission, and then sat down at 

the right hand of the Father. Persecuted from city to city, 

his apostles still went about doing good deeds, for which 

they were maligned and stoned. The truth taught by 

Jesus, the elders scoffed at. Why? Because it demanded 

more than they were willing to practise. It was enough for 

them to believe in a national Deity; but that belief, from 

their time to ours, has never made a disciple who could 

cast out evils and heal the sick.  

 

Jesus' life proved, divinely and scientifically, that God is 

Love, whereas priest and rabbi affirmed God to be a 

mighty potentate, who loves and hates. The Jewish 



theology gave no hint of the unchanging love of God.  

 

The universal belief in death is of no advantage. It cannot 

make Life or Truth apparent. Death will be found at length 

to be a mortal dream, which comes in darkness and 

disappears with the light. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, p. 46:7–17) 

The divine Spirit, which identified Jesus thus centuries 

ago, has spoken through the inspired Word and will speak 

through it in every age and clime. It is revealed to the 

receptive heart, and is again seen casting out evil and 

healing the sick.  

 

The Master said plainly that physique was not Spirit, and 

after his resurrection he proved to the physical senses that 

his body was not changed until he himself ascended, — 

or, in other words, rose even higher in the understanding 



of Spirit, God. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, pp. 51:28–18) 

Jesus was unselfish. His spirituality separated him from 

sensuousness, and caused the selfish materialist to hate 

him; but it was this spirituality which enabled Jesus to heal 

the sick, cast out evil, and raise the dead.  

 

From early boyhood he was about his “Father's business.” 

His pursuits lay far apart from theirs. His master was 

Spirit; their master was matter. He served God; they 

served mammon. His affections were pure; theirs were 

carnal. His senses drank in the spiritual evidence of 

health, holiness, and life; their senses testified oppositely, 

and absorbed the material evidence of sin, sickness, and 

death.  

 

Their imperfections and impurity felt the ever-present 



rebuke of his perfection and purity. Hence the world's 

hatred of the just and perfect Jesus, and the prophet's 

foresight of the reception error would give him. “Despised 

and rejected of men,” was Isaiah's graphic word 

concerning the coming Prince of Peace. Herod and Pilate 

laid aside old feuds in order to unite in putting to shame 

and death the best man that ever trod the globe. To-day, 

as of old, error and evil again make common cause 

against the exponents of truth. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, pp. 114:23–11) 

Christian Science explains all cause and effect as mental, 

not physical. It lifts the veil of mystery from Soul and body. 

It shows the scientific relation of man to God, disentangles 

the interlaced ambiguities of being, and sets free the 

imprisoned thought. In divine Science, the universe, 

including man, is spiritual, harmonious, and eternal. 

Science shows that what is termed matter is but the 



subjective state of what is termed by the author mortal 

mind.  

 

Apart from the usual opposition to everything new, the one 

great obstacle to the reception of that spirituality, through 

which the understanding of Mind-science comes, is the 

inadequacy of material terms for metaphysical statements, 

and the consequent difficulty of so expressing 

metaphysical ideas as to make them comprehensible to 

any reader, who has not personally demonstrated 

Christian Science as brought forth in my discovery. Job 

says: “The ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth meat.” 

The great difficulty is to give the right impression, when 

translating material terms back into the original spiritual 

tongue. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, pp. 323:13–18 (np)) 



In order to apprehend more, we must put into practice 

what we already know. We must recollect that Truth is 

demonstrable when understood, and that good is not 

understood until demonstrated. If “faithful over a few 

things,” we shall be made rulers over many; but the one 

unused talent decays and is lost. When the sick or the 

sinning awake to realize their need of what they have not, 

they will be receptive of divine Science, which gravitates 

towards Soul and away from material sense, removes 

thought from the body, and elevates even mortal mind to 

the contemplation of something better than disease or sin. 

The true idea of God gives the true understanding of Life 

and Love, robs the grave of victory, takes away all sin and 

the delusion that there are other minds, and destroys 

mortality.  

 

The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen as 

felt. It is the “still, small voice” of Truth uttering itself. We 

are either turning away from this utterance, or we are 

listening to it and going up higher. Willingness to become 

as a little child and to leave the old for the new, renders 



thought receptive of the advanced idea. Gladness to leave 

the false landmarks and joy to see them disappear, — this 

disposition helps to precipitate the ultimate harmony. The 

purification of sense and self is a proof of progress. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”  

 

Unless the harmony and immortality of man are becoming 

more apparent, we are not gaining the true idea of God; 

and the body will reflect what governs it, whether it be 

Truth or error, understanding or belief, Spirit or matter. 

Therefore “acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at 

peace.” Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is 

straight and narrow, which leads to the understanding that 

God is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which 

we must conquer sin, sickness, and death, either here or 

hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of 

Spirit, or life in God. 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, p. 382:5–23) 

If half the attention given to hygiene were given to the 

study of Christian Science and to the spiritualization of 

thought, this alone would usher in the millennium. 

Constant bathing and rubbing to alter the secretions or to 

remove unhealthy exhalations from the cuticle receive a 

useful rebuke from Jesus' precept, “Take no thought . . . 

for the body.” We must beware of making clean merely the 

outside of the platter.  

 

He, who is ignorant of what is termed hygienic law, is 

more receptive of spiritual power and of faith in one God, 

than is the devotee of supposed hygienic law, who comes 

to teach the so-called ignorant one. Must we not then 

consider the so-called law of matter a canon “more 

honored in the breach than the observance”? A patient 

thoroughly booked in medical theories is more difficult to 

heal through Mind than one who is not. This verifies the 

saying of our Master: “Whosoever shall not receive the 



kingdom of God as a little child, shall in no wise enter 

therein.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, pp. 448:12–6) 

Christian Science rises above the evidence of the 

corporeal senses; but if you have not risen above sin 

yourself, do not congratulate yourself upon your blindness 

to evil or upon the good you know and do not. A dishonest 

position is far from Christianly scientific. “He that covereth 

his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and 

forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Try to leave on every 

student's mind the strong impress of divine Science, a 

high sense of the moral and spiritual qualifications 

requisite for healing, well knowing it to be impossible for 

error, evil, and hate to accomplish the grand results of 

Truth and Love. The reception or pursuit of instructions 

opposite to absolute Christian Science must always hinder 

scientific demonstration.  



 

If the student adheres strictly to the teachings of Christian 

Science and ventures not to break its rules, he cannot fail 

of success in healing. It is Christian Science to do right, 

and nothing short of right-doing has any claim to the 

name. To talk the right and live the wrong is foolish deceit, 

doing one's self the most harm. Fettered by sin yourself, it 

is difficult to free another from the fetters of disease. With 

your own wrists manacled, it is hard to break another's 

chains. A little leaven causes the whole mass to ferment. 

A grain of Christian Science does wonders for mortals, so 

omnipotent is Truth, but more of Christian Science must 

be gained in order to continue in well doing. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, p. 34:10) 

If all who ever partook of the sacrament had really 

commemorated the sufferings of Jesus and drunk of his 

cup, they would have revolutionized the world. If all who 



seek his commemoration through material symbols will 

take up the cross, heal the sick, cast out evils, and preach 

Christ, or Truth, to the poor, — the receptive thought, — 

they will bring in the millennium. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  



and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 

 


