
Mercy 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read selections 

from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy. 

 

Hymns: 545, 528, 465 

 

The Bible 

 

(Titus 3:1–8) 

Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and 

powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good 

work, To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but 

gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men. For we 

ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 

deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in 

malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But 

after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour 

toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness 

which we have done, but according to his mercy he 

saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing 



of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by 

his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope 

of eternal life. This is a faithful saying, and these things I 

will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have 

believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. 

These things are good and profitable unto men. 

 

(Colossians 3:6–17) 

For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the 

children of disobedience: In the which ye also walked 

some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put 

off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 

communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to 

another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his 

deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed 

in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 



Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but 

Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore, as the elect of 

God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 

humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any 

man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave 

you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on 

charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the 

peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are 

called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 

Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 

Father by him. 



 

(James 3:0–18 ) 

My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we 

shall receive the greater condemnation. For in many 

things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the 

same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole 

body. Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that 

they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body. 

Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and 

are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with 

a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. 

Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great 

things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 

And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the 

tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole 

body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is 

set on fire of hell. For every kind of beasts, and of birds, 



and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and 

hath been tamed of mankind: But the tongue can no man 

tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith 

bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we 

men, which are made after the similitude of God. Out of 

the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 

brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth a 

fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and 

bitter? Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? 

either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt 

water and fresh. Who is a wise man and endued with 

knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good 

conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. But if 

ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, 

and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descendeth 

not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For 

where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every 

evil work. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 



then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of 

mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without 

hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 

of them that make peace. 

 

(Lamentations 3:21–32) 

This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. ¶ It is of 

the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because 

his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: 

great is thy faithfulness. The Lord is my portion, saith my 

soul; therefore will I hope in him. The Lord is good unto 

them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. It is 

good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for 

the salvation of the Lord. It is good for a man that he 

bear the yoke in his youth. He sitteth alone and keepeth 

silence, because he hath borne it upon him. He putteth 

his mouth in the dust; if so be there may be hope. He 



giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him: he is filled full 

with reproach. For the Lord will not cast off for ever: But 

though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion 

according to the multitude of his mercies. 

 

(II Samuel 22:25–51) 

Therefore the Lord hath recompensed me according to 

my righteousness; according to my cleanness in his eye 

sight. With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful, 

and with the upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright. 

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the 

froward thou wilt shew thyself unsavoury. And the 

afflicted people thou wilt save: but thine eyes are upon 

the haughty, that thou mayest bring them down. For 

thou art my lamp, O Lord: and the Lord will lighten my 

darkness. For by thee I have run through a troop: by my 

God have I leaped over a wall. As for God, his way is 



perfect; the word of the Lord is tried: he is a buckler to all 

them that trust in him. For who is God, save the Lord? 

and who is a rock, save our God? God is my strength and 

power: And he maketh my way perfect. He maketh my 

feet like hinds' feet: and setteth me upon my high places. 

He teacheth my hands to war; so that a bow of steel is 

broken by mine arms. Thou hast also given me the shield 

of thy salvation: and thy gentleness hath made me great. 

Thou hast enlarged my steps under me; so that my feet 

did not slip. I have pursued mine enemies, and destroyed 

them; and turned not again until I had consumed them. 

And I have consumed them, and wounded them, that 

they could not arise: yea, they are fallen under my feet. 

For thou hast girded me with strength to battle: them 

that rose up against me hast thou subdued under me. 

Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies, that 

I might destroy them that hate me. They looked, but 

there was none to save; even unto the Lord, but he 



answered them not. Then did I beat them as small as the 

dust of the earth, I did stamp them as the mire of the 

street, and did spread them abroad. Thou also hast 

delivered me from the strivings of my people, thou hast 

kept me to be head of the heathen: a people which I 

knew not shall serve me. Strangers shall submit 

themselves unto me: as soon as they hear, they shall be 

obedient unto me. Strangers shall fade away, and they 

shall be afraid out of their close places. The Lord liveth; 

and blessed be my rock; and exalted be the God of the 

rock of my salvation. It is God that avengeth me, and that 

bringeth down the people under me, And that bringeth 

me forth from mine enemies: thou also hast lifted me up 

on high above them that rose up against me: thou hast 

delivered me from the violent man. Therefore I will give 

thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the heathen, and I will 

sing praises unto thy name. He is the tower of salvation 



for his king: and sheweth mercy to his anointed, unto 

David, and to his seed for evermore. 

 

(Jude 1:17–25 (to 1st .)) 

But, beloved, remember ye the words which were 

spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

How that they told you there should be mockers in the 

last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 

These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having 

not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on 

your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, Keep 

yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of 

our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And of some have 

compassion, making a difference: And others save with 

fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the 

garment spotted by the flesh. Now unto him that is able 

to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 



before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To 

the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 

dominion and power, both now and ever. ... 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, p. 6:17–28) 

 “God is Love.” More than this we cannot ask, higher we 

cannot look, farther we cannot go. To suppose that God 

forgives or punishes sin according as His mercy is sought 

or unsought, is to misunderstand Love and to make 

prayer the safety-valve for wrong-doing.  

 

Jesus uncovered and rebuked sin before he cast it out. Of 

a sick woman he said that Satan had bound her, and to 



Peter he said, “Thou art an offence unto me.” He came 

teaching and showing men how to destroy sin, sickness, 

and death. He said of the fruitless tree, “[It] is hewn 

down.” 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, pp. 22:23–20) 

Final deliverance from error, whereby we rejoice in 

immortality, boundless freedom, and sinless sense, is not 

reached through paths of flowers nor by pinning one's 

faith without works to another's vicarious effort. 

Whosoever believeth that wrath is righteous or that 

divinity is appeased by human suffering, does not 

understand God.  

 



Justice requires reformation of the sinner. Mercy cancels 

the debt only when justice approves. Revenge is 

inadmissible. Wrath which is only appeased is not 

destroyed, but partially indulged. Wisdom and Love may 

require many sacrifices of self to save us from sin. One 

sacrifice, however great, is insufficient to pay the debt of 

sin. The atonement requires constant self-immolation on 

the sinner's part. That God's wrath should be vented 

upon His beloved Son, is divinely unnatural. Such a 

theory is man-made. The atonement is a hard problem in 

theology, but its scientific explanation is, that suffering is 

an error of sinful sense which Truth destroys, and that 

eventually both sin and suffering will fall at the feet of 

everlasting Love.  

 

Rabbinical lore said: “He that taketh one doctrine, firm in 

faith, has the Holy Ghost dwelling in him.” This preaching 



receives a strong rebuke in the Scripture, “Faith without 

works is dead.” Faith, if it be mere belief, is as a 

pendulum swinging between nothing and something, 

having no fixity. Faith, advanced to spiritual 

understanding, is the evidence gained from Spirit, which 

rebukes sin of every kind and establishes the claims of 

God. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, pp. 147:24–24 (np)) 

Our Master healed the sick, practised Christian healing, 

and taught the generalities of its divine Principle to his 

students; but he left no definite rule for demonstrating 

this Principle of healing and preventing disease. This rule 

remained to be discovered in Christian Science. A pure 

affection takes form in goodness, but Science alone 



reveals the divine Principle of goodness and 

demonstrates its rules.  

 

Jesus never spoke of disease as dangerous or as difficult 

to heal. When his students brought to him a case they 

had failed to heal, he said to them, “O faithless 

generation,” implying that the requisite power to heal 

was in Mind. He prescribed no drugs, urged no 

obedience to material laws, but acted in direct 

disobedience to them.  

 

Neither anatomy nor theology has ever described man as 

created by Spirit, — as God's man. The former explains 

the men of men, or the “children of men,” as created 

corporeally instead of spiritually and as emerging from 

the lowest, instead of from the highest, conception of 

being. Both anatomy and theology define man as both 



physical and mental, and place mind at the mercy of 

matter for every function, formation, and manifestation. 

Anatomy takes up man at all points materially. It loses 

Spirit, drops the true tone, and accepts the discord. 

Anatomy and theology reject the divine Principle which 

produces harmonious man, and deal — the one wholly, 

the other primarily — with matter, calling that man 

which is not the counterpart, but the counterfeit, of 

God's man. Then theology tries to explain how to make 

this man a Christian, — how from this basis of division 

and discord to produce the concord and unity of Spirit 

and His likeness. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, pp. 248:12–23 (np)) 

The sculptor turns from the marble to his model in order 

to perfect his conception. We are all sculptors, working 



at various forms, moulding and chiseling thought. What 

is the model before mortal mind? Is it imperfection, joy, 

sorrow, sin, suffering? Have you accepted the mortal 

model? Are you reproducing it? Then you are haunted in 

your work by vicious sculptors and hideous forms. Do 

you not hear from all mankind of the imperfect model? 

The world is holding it before your gaze continually. The 

result is that you are liable to follow those lower 

patterns, limit your life-work, and adopt into your 

experience the angular outline and deformity of matter 

models.  

 

To remedy this, we must first turn our gaze in the right 

direction, and then walk that way. We must form perfect 

models in thought and look at them continually, or we 

shall never carve them out in grand and noble lives. Let 

unselfishness, goodness, mercy, justice, health, holiness, 



love — the kingdom of heaven — reign within us, and 

sin, disease, and death will diminish until they finally 

disappear.  

 

Let us accept Science, relinquish all theories based on 

sense-testimony, give up imperfect models and illusive 

ideals; and so let us have one God, one Mind, and that 

one perfect, producing His own models of excellence.  

 

Let the “male and female” of God's creating appear. Let 

us feel the divine energy of Spirit, bringing us into 

newness of life and recognizing no mortal nor material 

power as able to destroy. Let us rejoice that we are 

subject to the divine “powers that be.” Such is the true 

Science of being. Any other theory of Life, or God, is 

delusive and mythological.  



 

Mind is not the author of matter, and the creator of 

ideas is not the creator of illusions. Either there is no 

omnipotence, or omnipotence is the only power. God is 

the infinite, and infinity never began, will never end, and 

includes nothing unlike God. Whence then is soulless 

matter?  

 

Life is, like Christ, “the same yesterday, and to-day, and 

forever.” Organization and time have nothing to do with 

Life. You say, “I dreamed last night.” What a mistake is 

that! The I is Spirit. God never slumbers, and His likeness 

never dreams. Mortals are the Adam dreamers. 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary 

Baker Eddy, p. 448:17–19) 



 “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso 

confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 

 


