
PURPOSE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 82, 349, 600 

THE BIBLE 

 
(Exodus 20:1–20) 

And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought 

thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other 

gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 

any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 

LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 

unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto 

thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. Thou shalt not take the 

name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh 

his name in vain. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 

labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in 

it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor 

thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days 

the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 

seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. ¶ Honour 

thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy 

God giveth thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not 

steal. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not covet thy 

neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor 



his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. ¶ And all 

the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and 

the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 

And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak 

with us, lest we die. And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to 

prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not. 

 

 

(Proverbs 3:13–26) 

¶ Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. For 

the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than 

fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not 

to be compared unto her. Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches 

and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a 

tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her. The 

LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the 

heavens. By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the 

dew. ¶ My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion: 

So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. Then shalt thou walk in thy 

way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. When thou liest down, thou shalt not be 

afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. Be not afraid of sudden 

fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. For the LORD shall be thy 

confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken. 

 

 

(Luke 9:1–5) 

Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over 

all devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to 

heal the sick. And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor 



scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats apiece. And whatsoever 

house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart. And whosoever will not receive 

you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet for a testimony 

against them. 

 

 

(John 6:26–65) 

Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because 

ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. Labour not 

for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, 

which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. Then 

said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus 

answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 

hath sent. They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, 

and believe thee? what dost thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is 

written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth 

you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he which cometh down from 

heaven, and giveth life unto the world. Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us 

this bread. And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 

never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. But I said unto you, That 

ye also have seen me, and believe not. All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; 

and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. For I came down from heaven, not 

to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. And this is the Father's will which 

hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise 

it up again at the last day. And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which 

seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at 

the last day. The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which 

came down from heaven. And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose 

father and mother we know? how is it then that he saith, I came down from heaven? 



Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not among yourselves. No man 

can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up 

at the last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every 

man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. Not 

that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the Father. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. I am that 

bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the 

bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am 

the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall 

live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 

world. The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us 

his flesh to eat? Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat 

the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth 

my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 

For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and 

drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I 

live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. This is that bread 

which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he 

that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. These things said he in the synagogue, as he 

taught in Capernaum. Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, 

This is an hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples 

murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? What and if ye shall see the 

Son of man ascend up where he was before? It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 

profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. But 

there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they 

were that believed not, and who should betray him. And he said, Therefore said I unto 

you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 18:13–16 (np)) 

The atonement of Christ reconciles man to God, not God to man; for the divine Principle 

of Christ is God, and how can God propitiate Himself? Christ is Truth, which reaches no 

higher than itself. The fountain can rise no higher than its source. Christ, Truth, could 

conciliate no nature above his own, derived from the eternal Love. It was therefore 

Christ's purpose to reconcile man to God, not God to man. Love and Truth are not at 

war with God's image and likeness. Man cannot exceed divine Love, and so atone for 

himself. Even Christ cannot reconcile Truth to error, for Truth and error are 

irreconcilable. Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of 

Love, the divine Principle of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems 

man from the law of matter, sin, and death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love.  

 

The Master forbore not to speak the whole truth, declaring precisely what would destroy 

sickness, sin, and death, although his teaching set households at variance, and brought 

to material beliefs not peace, but a sword. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 51:6–32) 

Jesus could have withdrawn himself from his enemies. He had power to lay down a 

human sense of life for his spiritual identity in the likeness of the divine; but he allowed 

men to attempt the destruction of the mortal body in order that he might furnish the 

proof of immortal life. Nothing could kill this Life of man. Jesus could give his temporal 

life into his enemies' hands; but when his earth-mission was accomplished, his spiritual 

life, indestructible and eternal, was found forever the same. He knew that matter had no 

life and that real Life is God; therefore he could no more be separated from his spiritual 

Life than God could be extinguished.  

 

His consummate example was for the salvation of us all, but only through doing the 

works which he did and taught others to do. His purpose in healing was not alone to 

restore health, but to demonstrate his divine Principle. He was inspired by God, by Truth 



and Love, in all that he said and did. The motives of his persecutors were pride, envy, 

cruelty, and vengeance, inflicted on the physical Jesus, but aimed at the divine 

Principle, Love, which rebuked their sensuality.  

 

Jesus was unselfish. His spirituality separated him from sensuousness, and caused the 

selfish materialist to hate him; but it was this spirituality which enabled Jesus to heal the 

sick, cast out evil, and raise the dead. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 82:31–84:2) 

In a world of sin and sensuality hastening to a greater development of power, it is wise 

earnestly to consider whether it is the human mind or the divine Mind which is 

influencing one. What the prophets of Jehovah did, the worshippers of Baal failed to do; 

yet artifice and delusion claimed that they could equal the work of wisdom.  

 

Science only can explain the incredible good and evil elements now coming to the 

surface. Mortals must find refuge in Truth in order to escape the error of these latter 

days. Nothing is more antagonistic to Christian Science than a blind belief without 

understanding, for such a belief hides Truth and builds on error.  

 

Miracles are impossible in Science, and here Science takes issue with popular religions. 

The scientific manifestation of power is from the divine nature and is not supernatural, 

since Science is an explication of nature. The belief that the universe, including man, is 

governed in general by material laws, but that occasionally Spirit sets aside these laws, 

— this belief belittles omnipotent wisdom, and gives to matter the precedence over 

Spirit.  

 

It is contrary to Christian Science to suppose that life is either material or organically 

spiritual. Between Christian Science and all forms of superstition a great gulf is fixed, as 

impassable as that between Dives and Lazarus. There is mortal mind-reading and 



immortal Mind-reading. The latter is a revelation of divine purpose through spiritual 

understanding, by which man gains the divine Principle and explanation of all things. 

Mortal mind-reading and immortal Mind-reading are distinctly opposite standpoints, from 

which cause and effect are interpreted. The act of reading mortal mind investigates and 

touches only human beliefs. Science is immortal and coordinate neither with the 

premises nor with the conclusions of mortal beliefs. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 94:24) 

Our Master easily read the thoughts of mankind, and this insight better enabled him to 

direct those thoughts aright; but what would be said at this period of an infidel 

blasphemer who should hint that Jesus used his incisive power injuriously? Our Master 

read mortal mind on a scientific basis, that of the omnipresence of Mind. An 

approximation of this discernment indicates spiritual growth and union with the infinite 

capacities of the one Mind. Jesus could injure no one by his Mind-reading. The effect of 

his Mind was always to heal and to save, and this is the only genuine Science of 

reading mortal mind. His holy motives and aims were traduced by the sinners of that 

period, as they would be to-day if Jesus were personally present. Paul said, “To be 

spiritually minded is life.” We approach God, or Life, in proportion to our spirituality, our 

fidelity to Truth and Love; and in that ratio we know all human need and are able to 

discern the thought of the sick and the sinning for the purpose of healing them. Error of 

any kind cannot hide from the law of God. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 506:18) 

Spirit, God, gathers unformed thoughts into their proper channels, and unfolds these 

thoughts, even as He opens the petals of a holy purpose in order that the purpose may 

appear. 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 513:26–18) 

God creates all forms of reality. His thoughts are spiritual realities. So-called mortal 

mind — being non-existent and consequently not within the range of immortal existence 

— could not by simulating deific power invert the divine creation, and afterwards 

recreate persons or things upon its own plane, since nothing exists beyond the range of 

all-inclusive infinity, in which and of which God is the sole creator. Mind, joyous in 

strength, dwells in the realm of Mind. Mind's infinite ideas run and disport themselves. In 

humility they climb the heights of holiness.  

 

Moral courage is “the lion of the tribe of Juda,” the king of the mental realm. Free and 

fearless it roams in the forest. Undisturbed it lies in the open field, or rests in “green 

pastures, . . . beside the still waters.” In the figurative transmission from the divine 

thought to the human, diligence, promptness, and perseverance are likened to “the 

cattle upon a thousand hills.” They carry the baggage of stern resolve, and keep pace 

with highest purpose. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 326:3–22) 

If we wish to follow Christ, Truth, it must be in the way of God's appointing. Jesus said, 

“He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also.” He, who would reach the 

source and find the divine remedy for every ill, must not try to climb the hill of Science 

by some other road. All nature teaches God's love to man, but man cannot love God 

supremely and set his whole affections on spiritual things, while loving the material or 

trusting in it more than in the spiritual.  

 

We must forsake the foundation of material systems, however time-honored, if we 

would gain the Christ as our only Saviour. Not partially, but fully, the great healer of 

mortal mind is the healer of the body.  



 

The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained now. This point won, you have 

started as you should. You have begun at the numeration-table of Christian Science, 

and nothing but wrong intention can hinder your advancement. Working and praying 

with true motives, your Father will open the way. “Who did hinder you, that ye should 

not obey the truth?” 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by the audible repetition of the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in Boston, 

MA. This church is committed to understanding and practicing the works of Christ Jesus and his 

disciples. Our church is a healing church and all mankind is included in the blessing this service 

imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


