
SERVE 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 509, 546, 537 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Deuteronomy 28:1–14) 

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to 

observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God 

will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come on thee, and 

overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in 

the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of 

thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Blessed 

shall be thy basket and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou 

be when thou goest out. The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten 

before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. The 

LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine 

hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. The LORD shall 

establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the 

commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways. And all people of the earth shall see 

that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee. And the LORD shall 

make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of 

thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee. The LORD shall open 

unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all 

the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. And the 

LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not 

be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command 

thee this day, to observe and to do them: And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I 



command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them. 

 

(Psalms 121:1–8) 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the LORD, 

which made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not 

slumber. Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The LORD is thy keeper: the 

LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 

The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. The LORD shall preserve thy 

going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore. 

 

 

(Matthew 24:42–51) 

¶ Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the 

goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and 

would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour 

as ye think not the Son of man cometh. Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath 

made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his 

lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all 

his goods. But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; And shall 

begin to smite his fellow-servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The lord of that servant 

shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut 

him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth. 

 

 

(Luke 9:1–6) 

Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and 

to cure diseases. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. And he said 

unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; 

neither have two coats apiece. And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart. 

And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your 

feet for a testimony against them. And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the 



gospel, and healing every where. 

 

 

(Luke 9:57–62) 

¶ And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow 

thee whithersoever thou goest. And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 

nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. And he said unto another, Follow me. But 

he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their 

dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but 

let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. And Jesus said unto him, No man, 

having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 

 

 

(Acts 9:10–22) 

¶ And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a 

vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into 

the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: 

for, behold, he prayeth, And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his 

hand on him, that he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of 

this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: And here he hath authority from 

the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a 

chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 

For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. And Ananias went his way, 

and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 

that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy 

sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been 

scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. And when he had received 

meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 

And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. But all that heard 

him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in 

Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests? 

But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, 



proving that this is very Christ. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 14:5–24) 

We cannot “serve two masters.” To be “present with the Lord” is to have, not mere emotional 

ecstasy or faith, but the actual demonstration and understanding of Life as revealed in Christian 

Science. To be “with the Lord” is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be absolutely governed by 

divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.  

 

Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither in 

nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a belief in sickness, you 

will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is controlled by spiritual Life, 

Truth, and Love. Hence the hope of the promise Jesus bestows: “He that believeth on me, the works 

that I do shall he do also; . . . because I go unto my Father,” — [because the Ego is absent from the 

body, and present with Truth and Love.] The Lord's Prayer is the prayer of Soul, not of material 

sense. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 37:5–20 (np)) 

History is full of records of suffering. “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.” Mortals try 

in vain to slay Truth with the steel or the stake, but error falls only before the sword of Spirit. Martyrs 

are the human links which connect one stage with another in the history of religion. They are earth's 

luminaries, which serve to cleanse and rarefy the atmosphere of material sense and to permeate 

humanity with purer ideals. Consciousness of right-doing brings its own reward; but not amid the 

smoke of battle is merit seen and appreciated by lookers-on.  

 

When will Jesus' professed followers learn to emulate him in all his ways and to imitate his mighty 

works? Those who procured the martyrdom of that righteous man would gladly have turned his 

sacred career into a mutilated doctrinal platform. May the Christians of to-day take up the more 

practical import of that career! It is possible, — yea, it is the duty and privilege of every child, man, 

and woman, — to follow in some degree the example of the Master by the demonstration of Truth 

and Life, of health and holiness. Christians claim to be his followers, but do they follow him in the 

way that he commanded? Hear these imperative commands: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 

Father which is in heaven is perfect!” “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature!” “Heal the sick!” 

 

Why has this Christian demand so little inspiration to stir mankind to Christian effort? Because men 

are assured that this command was intended only for a particular period and for a select number of 

followers. This teaching is even more pernicious than the old doctrine of foreordination, — the 

election of a few to be saved, while the rest are damned; and so it will be considered, when the 



lethargy of mortals, produced by man-made doctrines, is broken by the demands of divine Science.  

 

Jesus said: “These signs shall follow them that believe; . . . they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 

shall recover.” Who believes him? He was addressing his disciples, yet he did not say, “These signs 

shall follow you,” but them — “them that believe” in all time to come. Here the word hands is used 

metaphorically, as in the text, “The right hand of the Lord is exalted.” It expresses spiritual power; 

otherwise the healing could not have been done spiritually. At another time Jesus prayed, not for the 

twelve only, but for as many as should believe “through their word.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 51:28–8) 

Jesus was unselfish. His spirituality separated him from sensuousness, and caused the selfish 

materialist to hate him; but it was this spirituality which enabled Jesus to heal the sick, cast out evil, 

and raise the dead.  

 

From early boyhood he was about his “Father's business.” His pursuits lay far apart from theirs. His 

master was Spirit; their master was matter. He served God; they served mammon. His affections 

were pure; theirs were carnal. His senses drank in the spiritual evidence of health, holiness, and life; 

their senses testified oppositely, and absorbed the material evidence of sin, sickness, and death. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 57:22) 

Human affection is not poured forth vainly, even though it meet no return. Love enriches the nature, 

enlarging, purifying, and elevating it. The wintry blasts of earth may uproot the flowers of affection, 

and scatter them to the winds; but this severance of fleshly ties serves to unite thought more closely 

to God, for Love supports the struggling heart until it ceases to sigh over the world and begins to 

unfold its wings for heaven. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 167:11–31) 

We cannot serve two masters nor perceive divine Science with the material senses. Drugs and 

hygiene cannot successfully usurp the place and power of the divine source of all health and 

perfection. If God made man both good and evil, man must remain thus. What can improve God's 

work? Again, an error in the premise must appear in the conclusion. To have one God and avail 

yourself of the power of Spirit, you must love God supremely.  

 

The “flesh lusteth against the Spirit.” The flesh and Spirit can no more unite in action, than good can 

coincide with evil. It is not wise to take a halting and half-way position or to expect to work equally 

with Spirit and matter, Truth and error. There is but one way — namely, God and His idea — which 

leads to spiritual being. The scientific government of the body must be attained through the divine 

Mind. It is impossible to gain control over the body in any other way. On this fundamental point, timid 

conservatism is absolutely inadmissible. Only through radical reliance on Truth can scientific healing 

power be realized. 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 346:29–11) 

Material beliefs must be expelled to make room for spiritual understanding. We cannot serve both 

God and mammon at the same time; but is not this what frail mortals are trying to do? Paul says: 

“The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh.” Who is ready to admit this?  

 

It is said by one critic, that to verify this wonderful philosophy Christian Science declares that 

whatever is mortal or discordant has no origin, existence, nor realness. Nothing really has Life but 

God, who is infinite Life; hence all is Life, and death has no dominion. This writer infers that if 

anything needs to be doctored, it must be the one God, or Mind. Had he stated his syllogism 

correctly, the conclusion would be that there is nothing left to be doctored. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 267:13–32) 

Christian Scientists understand that, in a religious sense, they have the same authority for the 

appellative mother, as for that of brother and sister. Jesus said: “For whosoever shall do the will of 

my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.”  

 

When examined in the light of divine Science, mortals present more than is detected upon the 

surface, since inverted thoughts and erroneous beliefs must be counterfeits of Truth. Thought is 

borrowed from a higher source than matter, and by reversal, errors serve as waymarks to the one 

Mind, in which all error disappears in celestial Truth. The robes of Spirit are “white and glistering,” 

like the raiment of Christ. Even in this world, therefore, “let thy garments be always white.” “Blessed 

is the man that endureth [overcometh] temptation: for when he is tried, [proved faithful], he shall 

receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” (James i. 12.) 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 455:20–2) 

God selects for the highest service one who has grown into such a fitness for it as renders any 

abuse of the mission an impossibility. The All-wise does not bestow His highest trusts upon the 

unworthy. When He commissions a messenger, it is one who is spiritually near Himself. No person 

can misuse this mental power, if he is taught of God to discern it.  

 

This strong point in Christian Science is not to be overlooked, — that the same fountain cannot send 

forth both sweet waters and bitter. The higher your attainment in the Science of mental healing and 

teaching, the more impossible it will become for you intentionally to influence mankind adverse to its 

highest hope and achievement. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 325:10–29) 

In Colossians (iii. 4) Paul writes: “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear [be manifested], then 

shall ye also appear [be manifested] with him in glory.” When spiritual being is understood in all its 

perfection, continuity, and might, then shall man be found in God's image. The absolute meaning of 



the apostolic words is this: Then shall man be found, in His likeness, perfect as the Father, 

indestructible in Life, “hid with Christ in God,” — with Truth in divine Love, where human sense hath 

not seen man.  

 

Paul had a clear sense of the demands of Truth upon mortals physically and spiritually, when he 

said: “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 

service.” But he, who is begotten of the beliefs of the flesh and serves them, can never reach in this 

world the divine heights of our Lord. The time cometh when the spiritual origin of man, the divine 

Science which ushered Jesus into human presence, will be understood and demonstrated. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  



and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 

 

 


