ThanksGiving

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 593, 520, 440

THE BIBLE

(Deuteronomy 28:1-14)

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy
God, to observe and to do all his commandments which | command thee this day, that
the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these
blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of
the LORD thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the
field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy
cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket
and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be
when thou goest out. The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to
be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before
thee seven ways. The LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses,
and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee. The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself,
as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy
God, and walk in his ways. And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by
the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee. And the LORD shall make thee
plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of
thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee. The LORD
shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his
season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations,
and thou shalt not borrow. And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail;
and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto
the commandments of the LORD thy God, which | command thee this day, to observe
and to do them: And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which | command



thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

(I Chronicles 16:14-36)

He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. Be ye mindful always of his
covenant; the word which he commanded to a thousand generations; Even of the
covenant which he made with Abraham, and of his oath unto Isaac; And hath confirmed
the same to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant, Saying, Unto
thee will | give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance; When ye were but few,
even a few, and strangers in it. And when they went from nation to nation, and from one
kingdom to another people; He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved
kings for their sakes, Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.
Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; shew forth from day to day his salvation. Declare his
glory among the heathen; his marvellous works among all nations. For great is the
LORD, and greatly to be praised: he also is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods
of the people are idols: but the LORD made the heavens. Glory and honour are in his
presence; strength and gladness are in his place. Give unto the LORD, ye kindreds of
the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength. Give unto the LORD the glory due
unto his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the LORD in the beauty
of holiness. Fear before him, all the earth: the world also shall be stable, that it be not
moved. Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and let men say among the
nations, The LORD reigneth. Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: let the fields
rejoice, and all that is therein. Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the presence
of the LORD, because he cometh to judge the earth. O give thanks unto the LORD; for
he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever. And say ye, Save us, O God of our
salvation, and gather us together, and deliver us from the heathen, that we may give
thanks to thy holy name, and glory in thy praise. Blessed be the LORD God of Israel for
ever and ever. And all the people said, Amen, and praised the LORD.

(Luke 17:11-19)

1 And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of
Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men
that were lepers, which stood afar off: And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us. And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew
yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were
cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a
loud voice glorified God, And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he
was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where



are the nine? There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.
And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.

(Philippians 4:4-8)

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again | say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto
all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise, think on these things.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 328:28-13)

Jesus' promise is perpetual. Had it been given only to his immediate disciples, the
Scriptural passage would read you, not they. The purpose of his great life-work extends
through time and includes universal humanity. Its Principle is infinite, reaching beyond
the pale of a single period or of a limited following. As time moves on, the healing
elements of pure Christianity will be fairly dealt with; they will be sought and taught, and
will glow in all the grandeur of universal goodness.

A little leaven leavens the whole lump. A little understanding of Christian Science
proves the truth of all that | say of it. Because you cannot walk on the water and raise
the dead, you have no right to question the great might of divine Science in these
directions. Be thankful that Jesus, who was the true demonstrator of Science, did these
things, and left his example for us. In Science we can use only what we understand. We
must prove our faith by demonstration.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 3:12-11)

The Divine Being must be reflected by man, — else man is not the image and likeness
of the patient, tender, and true, the One “altogether lovely;” but to understand God is the



work of eternity, and demands absolute consecration of thought, energy, and desire.

How empty are our conceptions of Deity! We admit theoretically that God is good,
omnipotent, omnipresent, infinite, and then we try to give information to this infinite
Mind. We plead for unmerited pardon and for a liberal outpouring of benefactions. Are
we really grateful for the good already received? Then we shall avail ourselves of the
blessings we have, and thus be fitted to receive more. Gratitude is much more than a
verbal expression of thanks. Action expresses more gratitude than speech.

If we are ungrateful for Life, Truth, and Love, and yet return thanks to God for all
blessings, we are insincere and incur the sharp censure our Master pronounces on
hypocrites. In such a case, the only acceptable prayer is to put the finger on the lips and
remember our blessings. While the heart is far from divine Truth and Love, we cannot
conceal the ingratitude of barren lives.

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in
patience, meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of our Master
and follow his example, is our proper debt to him and the only worthy evidence of our
gratitude for all that he has done. Outward worship is not of itself sufficient to express
loyal and heartfelt gratitude, since he has said: “If ye love me, keep my
commandments.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 32:3-27)

In ancient Rome a soldier was required to swear allegiance to his general. The Latin
word for this oath was sacramentum, and our English word sacrament is derived from it.
Among the Jews it was an ancient custom for the master of a feast to pass each guest a
cup of wine. But the Eucharist does not commemorate a Roman soldier's oath, nor was
the wine, used on convivial occasions and in Jewish rites, the cup of our Lord. The cup
shows forth his bitter experience, — the cup which he prayed might pass from him,
though he bowed in holy submission to the divine decree.

“As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it and brake it, and gave it to the
disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks,
and gave it to them saying, Drink ye all of it.”

The true sense is spiritually lost, if the sacrament is confined to the use of bread and
wine. The disciples had eaten, yet Jesus prayed and gave them bread. This would have
been foolish in a literal sense; but in its spiritual signification, it was natural and



beautiful. Jesus prayed; he withdrew from the material senses to refresh his heart with
brighter, with spiritual views.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 8:28-18)

We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection and purpose of the heart,
for in this way only can we learn what we honestly are. If a friend informs us of a fault,
do we listen patiently to the rebuke and credit what is said? Do we not rather give
thanks that we are “not as other men”? During many years the author has been most
grateful for merited rebuke. The wrong lies in unmerited censure, — in the falsehood
which does no one any good.

The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions: Do we love our neighbor
better because of this asking? Do we pursue the old selfishness, satisfied with having
prayed for something better, though we give no evidence of the sincerity of our requests
by living consistently with our prayer? If selfishness has given place to kindness, we
shall regard our neighbor unselfishly, and bless them that curse us; but we shall never
meet this great duty simply by asking that it may be done. There is a cross to be taken
up before we can enjoy the fruition of our hope and faith.

Dost thou “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind”?

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 568:24)

For victory over a single sin, we give thanks and magnify the Lord of Hosts. What shall
we say of the mighty conquest over all sin? A louder song, sweeter than has ever
before reached high heaven, now rises clearer and nearer to the great heart of Christ;
for the accuser is not there, and Love sends forth her primal and everlasting strain. Self-
abnegation, by which we lay down all for Truth, or Christ, in our warfare against error, is
a rule in Christian Science. This rule clearly interprets God as divine Principle, — as
Life, represented by the Father; as Truth, represented by the Son; as Love, represented
by the Mother. Every mortal at some period, here or hereafter, must grapple with and
overcome the mortal belief in a power opposed to God.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 570:14-3)

Millions of unprejudiced minds — simple seekers for Truth, weary wanderers, athirst in
the desert — are waiting and watching for rest and drink. Give them a cup of cold water
in Christ's name, and never fear the consequences. What if the old dragon should send
forth a new flood to drown the Christ-idea? He can neither drown your voice with its
roar, nor again sink the world into the deep waters of chaos and old night. In this age
the earth will help the woman; the spiritual idea will be understood. Those ready for the
blessing you impart will give thanks. The waters will be pacified, and Christ will
command the wave.

When God heals the sick or the sinning, they should know the great benefit which Mind
has wrought. They should also know the great delusion of mortal mind, when it makes
them sick or sinful. Many are willing to open the eyes of the people to the power of good
resident in divine Mind, but they are not so willing to point out the evil in human thought,
and expose evil's hidden mental ways of accomplishing iniquity.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 94:17)

The progress of truth confirms its claims, and our Master confirmed his words by his
works. His healing-power evoked denial, ingratitude, and betrayal, arising from
sensuality. Of the ten lepers whom Jesus healed, but one returned to give God thanks,
— that is, to acknowledge the divine Principle which had healed him.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 299:24-22)

Truth never destroys God's idea. Truth is spiritual, eternal substance, which cannot
destroy the right reflection. Corporeal sense, or error, may seem to hide Truth, health,
harmony, and Science, as the mist obscures the sun or the mountain; but Science, the
sunshine of Truth, will melt away the shadow and reveal the celestial peaks.

If man were solely a creature of the material senses, he would have no eternal Principle
and would be mutable and mortal. Human logic is awry when it attempts to draw correct
spiritual conclusions regarding life from matter. Finite sense has no true appreciation of
infinite Principle, God, or of His infinite image or reflection, man. The mirage, which
makes trees and cities seem to be where they are not, illustrates the illusion of material
man, who cannot be the image of God.



So far as the scientific statement as to man is understood, it can be proved and will
bring to light the true reflection of God — the real man, or the new man (as St. Paul has

it).

The temporal and unreal never touch the eternal and real. The mutable and imperfect
never touch the immutable and perfect. The inharmonious and self-destructive never
touch the harmonious and self-existent. These opposite qualities are the tares and
wheat, which never really mingle, though (to mortal sight) they grow side by side until
the harvest; then, Science separates the wheat from the tares, through the realization of
God as ever present and of man as reflecting the divine likeness.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 275:6)

The starting-point of divine Science is that God, Spirit, is All-in-all, and that there is no
other might nor Mind, — that God is Love, and therefore He is divine Principle.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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