
ERROR 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 504, 496, 563 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Deuteronomy 18:9–14) 

¶ When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do 

after the abominations of those nations. There shall not be found among you any one that maketh 

his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or 

an enchanter, or a witch, Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a 

necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these 

abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. Thou shalt be perfect with 

the LORD thy God. For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, 

and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do. 

 

 

(Psalms 51:1–19) 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy 

tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 

from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee 

only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou 

speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 

conceive me. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make 

me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter 

than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 

renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach 

transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, 

O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open 

thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I 

give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the 

walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt 



offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

 

 

(Jeremiah 24:1–10) 

The LORD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the LORD, 

after that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim 

king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had 

brought them to Babylon. One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe: and the 

other basket had very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad. Then said the 

LORD unto me, What seest thou, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the good figs, very good; and the evil, 

very evil, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil. ¶ Again the word of the LORD came unto me, 

saying, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge them 

that are carried away captive of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the 

Chaldeans for their good. For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to 

this land: and I will build them, and not pull them down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them up. 

And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I 

will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart. ¶ And as the evil figs, which 

cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus saith the LORD, So will I give Zedekiah the king of 

Judah, and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, and them that dwell in 

the land of Egypt: And I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their 

hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them. 

And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from 

off the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers. 

 

 

(Matthew 25:31–46) 

¶ When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 

upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate 

them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep 

on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 

Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world: For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 

stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in 

prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee 

an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took 

thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 

And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 

unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto 

them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 

angels: For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I 

was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye 

visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or 

athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he 

answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye 

did it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life 



eternal. 

 

 

(Acts 8:14–25) 

Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 

they sent unto them Peter and John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they 

might receive the Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized 

in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy 

Ghost. And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was 

given, he offered them money, Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he 

may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou 

hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this 

matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray 

God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in the 

gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord 

for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me. And they, when they had 

testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in 

many villages of the Samaritans. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 472:13–22) 

Question. — What is error?  

 

Answer. — Error is a supposition that pleasure and pain, that intelligence, substance, life, are 

existent in matter. Error is neither Mind nor one of Mind's faculties. Error is the contradiction of Truth. 

Error is a belief without understanding. Error is unreal because untrue. It is that which seemeth to be 

and is not. If error were true, its truth would be error, and we should have a self-evident absurdity — 

namely, erroneous truth. Thus we should continue to lose the standard of Truth. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 202:25–26) 

Error abounds where Truth should “much more abound.” 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 29:1–11) 

Christians must take up arms against error at home and abroad. They must grapple with sin in 

themselves and in others, and continue this warfare until they have finished their course. If they keep 



the faith, they will have the crown of rejoicing.  

 

Christian experience teaches faith in the right and disbelief in the wrong. It bids us work the more 

earnestly in times of persecution, because then our labor is more needed. Great is the reward of 

self-sacrifice, though we may never receive it in this world. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 14:31–13) 

“When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and, when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 

which is in secret; and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.”  

 

So spake Jesus. The closet typifies the sanctuary of Spirit, the door of which shuts out sinful sense 

but lets in Truth, Life, and Love. Closed to error, it is open to Truth, and vice versa. The Father in 

secret is unseen to the physical senses, but He knows all things and rewards according to motives, 

not according to speech. To enter into the heart of prayer, the door of the erring senses must be 

closed. Lips must be mute and materialism silent, that man may have audience with Spirit, the divine 

Principle, Love, which destroys all error. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 227:3–2) 

I saw that the law of mortal belief included all error, and that, even as oppressive laws are disputed 

and mortals are taught their right to freedom, so the claims of the enslaving senses must be denied 

and superseded. The law of the divine Mind must end human bondage, or mortals will continue 

unaware of man's inalienable rights and in subjection to hopeless slavery, because some public 

teachers permit an ignorance of divine power, — an ignorance that is the foundation of continued 

bondage and of human suffering.  

 

Discerning the rights of man, we cannot fail to foresee the doom of all oppression. Slavery is not the 

legitimate state of man. God made man free. Paul said, “I was free born.” All men should be free. 

“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” Love and Truth make free, but evil and error lead 

into captivity.  

 

Christian Science raises the standard of liberty and cries: “Follow me! Escape from the bondage of 

sickness, sin, and death!” Jesus marked out the way. Citizens of the world, accept the “glorious 

liberty of the children of God,” and be free! This is your divine right. The illusion of material sense, 

not divine law, has bound you, entangled your free limbs, crippled your capacities, enfeebled your 

body, and defaced the tablet of your being.  

 

If God had instituted material laws to govern man, disobedience to which would have made man ill, 

Jesus would not have disregarded those laws by healing in direct opposition to them and in defiance 

of all material conditions. 

 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 251:1–14 (np)) 

Error is not real, hence it is not more imperative as it hastens towards self-destruction. The so-called 

belief of mortal mind apparent as an abscess should not grow more painful before it suppurates, 

neither should a fever become more severe before it ends.  

 

Fright is so great at certain stages of mortal belief as to drive belief into new paths. In the illusion of 

death, mortals wake to the knowledge of two facts: (1) that they are not dead; (2) that they have but 

passed the portals of a new belief. Truth works out the nothingness of error in just these ways. 

Sickness, as well as sin, is an error that Christ, Truth, alone can destroy.  

 

We must learn how mankind govern the body, — whether through faith in hygiene, in drugs, or in 

will-power. We should learn whether they govern the body through a belief in the necessity of 

sickness and death, sin and pardon, or govern it from the higher understanding that the divine Mind 

makes perfect, acts upon the so-called human mind through truth, leads the human mind to 

relinquish all error, to find the divine Mind to be the only Mind, and the healer of sin, disease, death. 

This process of higher spiritual understanding improves mankind until error disappears, and nothing 

is left which deserves to perish or to be punished.  

 

Ignorance, like intentional wrong, is not Science. Ignorance must be seen and corrected before we 

can attain harmony. Inharmonious beliefs, which rob Mind, calling it matter, and deify their own 

notions, imprison themselves in what they create. They are at war with Science, and as our Master 

said, “If a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.”  

 

Human ignorance of Mind and of the recuperative energies of Truth occasions the only skepticism 

regarding the pathology and theology of Christian Science.  

 

When false human beliefs learn even a little of their own falsity, they begin to disappear. A 

knowledge of error and of its operations must precede that understanding of Truth which destroys 

error, until the entire mortal, material error finally disappears, and the eternal verity, man created by 

and of Spirit, is understood and recognized as the true likeness of his Maker. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 356:9–23) 

Jesus reasoned on this subject practically, and controlled sickness, sin, and death on the basis of 

his spirituality. Understanding the nothingness of material things, he spoke of flesh and Spirit as the 

two opposites, — as error and Truth, not contributing in any way to each other's happiness and 

existence. Jesus knew, “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing.”  

 

There is neither a present nor an eternal copartnership between error and Truth, between flesh and 

Spirit. God is as incapable of producing sin, sickness, and death as He is of experiencing these 

errors. How then is it possible for Him to create man subject to this triad of errors, — man who is 

made in the divine likeness? 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 339:25) 



The basis of all health, sinlessness, and immortality is the great fact that God is the only Mind; and 

this Mind must be not merely believed, but it must be understood. To get rid of sin through Science, 

is to divest sin of any supposed mind or reality, and never to admit that sin can have intelligence or 

power, pain or pleasure. You conquer error by denying its verity. Our various theories will never lose 

their imaginary power for good or evil, until we lose our faith in them and make life its own proof of 

harmony and God. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 542:19) 

Let Truth uncover and destroy error in God's own way, and let human justice pattern the divine. Sin 

will receive its full penalty, both for what it is and for what it does. Justice marks the sinner, and 

teaches mortals not to remove the waymarks of God. To envy's own hell, justice consigns the lie 

which, to advance itself, breaks God's commandments. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 483:13) 

After the author's sacred discovery, she affixed the name “Science” to Christianity, the name “error” 

to corporeal sense, and the name “substance” to Mind. Science has called the world to battle over 

this issue and its demonstration, which heals the sick, destroys error, and reveals the universal 

harmony. To those natural Christian Scientists, the ancient worthies, and to Christ Jesus, God 

certainly revealed the spirit of Christian Science, if not the absolute letter. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 21:1–5) 

If Truth is overcoming error in your daily walk and conversation, you can finally say, “I have fought a 

good fight . . . I have kept the faith,” because you are a better man. This is having our part in the at-

one-ment with Truth and Love. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 484:24) 

Science must triumph over material sense, and Truth over error, thus putting an end to the 

hypotheses involved in all false theories and practices. 

 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 



 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have 

Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am  

and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School 

for young people up to the age of 20.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


